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it could not be permitted that this great arsenal, intended
for the use of the entire West, should fall into the hands
of enemies of the Union. He asked Trumbull to see
General Scott at once and insist that something be done
which would obviate the necessity of action on the part
of the state of Illinois.

Some letters from Mrs. Trumbull to her son Walter,
who was on a warship in foreign parts during the month
of January, 1861, supply a few items of interest.

January 21 she says:

The Senators of Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida yester-
day took formal leave of the Senate. The speech of Clay, of
Alabama, was very ugly, but that of Davis was pathetic, and
even Republican ladies were moved to tears. Gov. Pickens of
S. C. sent for $300 due him as Minister to Russia, and the
Treasurer sent him a draft on the sub-treasury at Charleston
which the Rebels had seized.

January 24:

Called at Dr. SunderlandV yesterday. He said that in talk-
ing with a disunionist a few days ago he asked what the South
demanded and what would satisfy them. He replied that the
North must be uneducated, or educated differently; their senti-
ments must be changed, and it can't be done in this generation.

Just before starting home, Toombs's coachman, strange to
say, deserted his kind master for a trip on the Underground
Railroad, greatly to the disgust of Mrs. Toombs. She was met
by Mrs. Judge McLean, who said to her, "Mrs. Toombs, are
you going to leave us?" "Yes," she replied, "I am glad enough
to go; here I am riding in a hack!" It was very hard, very dis-
gusting, and Mrs. McLean, instead of trying to hunt up her
fugitive for her, told her that when the South had all seceded,
they would have Canada right on their borders, and where
one now escaped, there would then be a hundred.

January 26:

The city begins to present a warlike appearance. Two com-
1 Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church.sts in Missouri had formed a plot to seize the United
